List of examination questions

               1. Origins and basic features of Old English literature to 1100 (genres, forms)

2. Middle English literature: main genres. Geoffrey Chaucer: The Canterbury Tales.                        Chaucer’s presentation of characters in ‘The General Prologue.’

      3. Socio-historical background of English Renaissance. Renaissance poetry. 

      4. Elizabethan theatre, its origin and conventions. William Shakespeare and the Drama.
      5. 17th century poetry: Metaphysical poetry: John Donne, George Herbert.

.   6. Restoration literature: Restoration drama.

      7. Augustan satire: Jonathan Swift. Alexander Pope.
    8. Origins of the English novel of the 18th century (D. Defoe, J. Swift)

      9. The Gothic Novel (Mary Shelley). Romantic Prose (Sir Walter Scott, Jane Austen).
      10. Origins and basic features of Romanticism in the work of the English Romantic
      poets (William Blake, the Lake Poets, Byron, P.B. Shelley, John Keats).

    11. The socio-historical background of Victorian literature. Basic features of High
      Victorian fiction (Charles Dickens)

    12. The Brontë sisters – specific position of their work in the context of English
      Victorian novel.
13. The Aesthetic Movement (Oscar Wilde). Drama (Oscar Wilde, George Bernard      Shaw)
      14. Experimental Modernist novel – V. Woolf and J. Joyce, their themes and
      literary techniques.

15. Characteristics of Absurdist drama - main representatives: Samuel Beckett,  Harold Pinter– their main ideas and use of language.
16. New trends in English literature in the 20th century – Magical Realism, the  ‘international novel’ (e.g. A. Carter, S. Rushdie, K. Ishiguro, etc.).

STATE EXAM QUESTIONS-AMERICAN LITERATURE
1. Beginnings of American literature - Colonial literature, Poetry and prose of Revolution  (William Bradford, Thomas Morton, Mary Rowlandson)
2. Beginnings of Romanticism in American literature (Transcendentalism - Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, etc.)
3. Broad Romanticism in American literature (Gothic literature- E.A. Poe, self-reflective narratives -Washington Irving, Nathaniel Hawthorne, James Fenimore Cooper)
4. Regional Realism, Social Realism and Local colour writing (Mark Twain, Bret Harte, Charles Chesnutt, Kate Chopin)

5. Naturalism and various philosophical streams (Jack London, Theodore Dreiser, Frank Norris)

6. Social realism (John Steinbeck, Upton Sinclair)

7. Imagism, basic features of Imagistic poetry (Ezra Pound, W.C. Williams, Archibald MacLeish)

8. American Modernism and Lost Generation writers (Francis Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, etc)

9. Southern Renaissance (William Faulkner, William Styron, Truman Capote, etc.)

10. American Drama writing (Eugene O’ Neill, Arthur Miller, Edward Albee)

11. Post- modern literature-basic historical and philosophical background and principles (Kurt Vonnegut, Vladimir Nabokov, Donald Barthelme, John Barth)

12. Minority writing (Jewish literature, Afro-American literature)

13. The Beat Generation (Allen Ginsberg, William S. Burroughs, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Jack Kerouac)

14. Anti-War tradition (Ernest Hemingway, Joseph Heller, Kurt Vonnegut, Norman Mailer, William Styron)

15. Development of Humour in American literature (Mark Twain, Joseph Heller)

16. American Existentialist Writers (Ralph Ellison, J.D. Salinger, John Updike, etc.)    
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